REGULAR MONTHLY BOARD MEETING

November 20, 2008 – 6:00 pm

Conference Room – County Building

Belleville, Illinois

PRESENT:

Board Members:




Staff:

Elaine Cueto





Debbie Humphrey

Brad Harriman




Elaine Jacobs

John Kernan





Peg Maher

Kristi Luetkemyer




Dana Rosenzweig

Elliott McKinney

Curt Schildknecht

Excused:  Ann Barnum, Dr. Bob Clipper, Patty Shevlin

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

On a motion made by Mr. Kernan and a second by Mr. McKinney, the Board approved the minutes of the October 23, 2008 Board Meeting.

REPORTS:

Finance Committee:

Mr. McKinney reported that the Finance Committee met in the Board office on November 12, 2008.  They reviewed and approved financial statements and claims for payment.  The Committee recommended that the Board approve the following:  the amount of $3,032,556 for the 2009 Mental Health Budget.

On a motion by Mr. McKinney and a second by Mr. Schildknecht, the recommendation was approved.

Program Services:

Ms. Humphrey opened her report by giving the Board two recent articles regarding the Redeploy Illinois program and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation.  The Redeploy article stated that the goal of the program is to reduce the number of juveniles committed to the Illinois Department of Juvenile Justice.  Incentives were offered to participating counties to create local services that will meet the needs of delinquent youth while keeping the communities safe.  St. Clair County was identified as a successful pilot for the program.  Commitments to IDJJ have been reduced 
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from 60 per year to ten.  The second article advised that St. Clair County has received an $180,000 grant from the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation for the new Reclaiming Futures program that is designed to help teens in the juvenile justice system overcome problems with drugs, alcohol and crime.

Disaster Services:

Ms. Maher reported that the 5th Annual Disaster Mental Health Training was held on November 6, 2008.  This event was co-sponsored by the Board, Memorial Hospital and Chestnut Health Systems.  There were over 100 participants at the training.  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT:

Mr. Rosenzweig provided an update on the latest state budget crisis information and the impact on local providers.  He did report that S.B. 1103 was signed (with some line item vetos) by the Governor at 5:00 pm today that restored significant cuts in substance abuse, developmental disability and mental health services. Given the massive budget deficit there remains the possibility of future cuts to the current budget.

Mr. Rosenzweig provided a brief overview of the consent decree that is being drafted in Federal court that will require Illinois to provide housing for persons with developmental disabilities in small community integrated settings.  One impact will be future resources for developmental disability services will be earmarked to meet compliance with the consent decree, at the expense of other identified needs.

The Executive Director reported on the status of the Solutions corporation and indicated the actual processing of Medicaid claims will be transferred from a file server in Portland, Oregon to Belleville.

INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS:

Senior Vice President Cueto welcomed the guests and offered them the opportunity to address the Board:  Terri Klawonn, Chestnut Health Systems; Dale Sheets, Challenge Unlimited; Linda Watson, Programs & Services for Older Persons; Julianne Bilodeau, TASC; Randy Law, SAVE; Mia Stroter and Elise Fields Dixon, Illinois Center for Autism; Darlene Jones, Big Brothers Big Sisters; Diana Cuddeback, Family Hospice; Heidi Harbin, Violence Prevention.

ADJOURNMENT:

With a motion from Mr. Kernan and a second by Mr. Schildknecht, the meeting adjourned at 6:34 pm.

Elaine Jacobs
